THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
political power of the English middle classes dates from
the electoral reform in 1832.
Very different was the situation in 1689. The wealthy
English middle classes took a serious interest in the
" Glorious Revolution ". William of Orange summoned
to the Assembly which was to confer the crown of Britain
upon him, not only the members of parliament, but
representatives of the City also. He did so for economic
reasons ; he needed money and hoped to get it from
them, and they attended the meeting and gave the money
for religious and political reasons.
But even supposing the Revolution to have invested
the middle classes with power and brought them economic
advantages, it would by no means prove that it had been
instigated or fought out for this reason and with this
object. That a person is benefited by an action or an
event does not prove with any certainty that the event
took place or that the action was committed with the
purpose of benefiting that person. Railways were
neither invented nor constructed for the sake of the land-
owners who profited by the compensation paid for
expropriated ground. We have noticed already that
this kind of vicious reasoning has become a habit with
to an extraordinary degree. But the Navigation Act was passed on
October 9, 1651 ; and at the outbreak of the revolution, nine years before,
no one had the slightest thought of such a thing. The law had been passed
on the instigation of the English Ambassador in Holland, Oliver St. John,
and it was meant as reprisals against some offensive acts of the Dutch. The
advantages which it brought English commerce, were altogether unexpected
and were, moreover, realised only much later. By prohibiting the import
of goods on foreign ships, which had been the rule until then and which
was now forbidden in order to gall the Dutch, the English were forced to
build a great commercial fleet of their own. This, however, was felt as very
onerous, and the merchants as a body were very indignant and strongly
opposed to the Navigation Act.
Cf. M. P. Ashley, Financial and Commercial Policy under the Crom-
wellian Protectorate (London, 1934), chs. L and ii.
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